UNKNOWN   ZARAKORAM

suddenly Shipton felt the ice give beneath his feet, and he fell
into space. The fall was checked by the rope, which pulled
him up with a painful jerk. He found that he had fallen into
a crevasse just wide enough for him to get his feet against
one ice-wall and his back against the other. Using the usual
6 chimney' manoeuvre he was able to climb for a short way,
but in the dark he put his foot on an icicle which gave way
and down he fell again, this time into the deep lake at the
bottom of the crevasse. There were several bits of loose ice
floating about, but nothing on which he could get a purchase.
By this time he was half frozen and very exhausted. Just at
the critical moment he felt a lump of ice sticking out from the
wall a few feet above the water, and with a struggle he was
able to hoist himself out of the water. Fortunately, Angtarkay
had a spare rope, and he lowered this in such a way that
Shipton was able to slip his foot into a loop, and so at last,
with a great deal of difficulty, was rescued from his perilous
plight.

One night a few days later they had cause to regret their
choice of the camp site. There were several ominous crashes
as large boulders began to fall off the cliff. It was snowing
hard and pitch dark. They were just discussing the situation
when there was a prolonged rumbling followed by an explosion
like a clap of thunder within a few yards of the tent. For a
moment Shipton feared that the Sherpas had been wiped out,,
and was relieved when he heard them shouting and laughing.
There was nothing for it, however, except to shift the camp
on to the ice-hummocks of the glacier, out of range of the
rock bombardment.

On August 12 Tilman set off on his search for a way to
Snow Lake, making his way over a pass in a blizzard. This
brought him on to one of the high tributaries of the Braldu
Glacier, and after crossing yet another pass he reached a large
nevi field about four miles wide, which was evidently the upper
basin of the Biafo and a part of the reported Snow Lake.
Although he was disappointed to find the so-called ice-cap
was so small, he was thrilled to find the tracks of an * Abomin-
able Snowman3 between two feeder glaciers. The tracks were
eight inches in diameter, eighteen inches apart, and almost